known to clinicians. Some believe that Mathé should have shared the Nobel Prize with Thomas. As we know there are many clinicians and researchers associated with HCT [3] but the unravelling of the HLA system initially by Murray (who shared the Nobel Prize with Thomas), van Rood and others paved the way for selecting the most appropriate donors.
One of the 'great' inventions in HCT was the Hickman Catheter invented in the 1970s by Bob Hickman, a paediatric nephrologist. This may seem insignificant but the benefits of his invention were 'great'. As Fred Applebaum said 'the Hickman catheter was a gift to the world'. 'People make contributions in lots of ways; some have deep scientific insights that uncover DNA or how viruses work. Bob's contribution, from a scientific standpoint, was relatively simple. But his invention saved more suffering, anxiety, and pain than almost anyone I can imagine' [6] .
There are great grapes and great wine makers and when the two come together great wine is made. But again, who decides? There are many factors influencing the final product; the grape variety (Chardonnay is the most widely planted grape in the world), the age of the vines, the soil in which the vine is planted, the aspect, fashion, politics and transport methods [7] , weather and disease. Soil drainage is also important and roots which struggle to find water produce excellent grapes for wine. Some grapes, such as Cabernet, like sandy soil whereas other vines prefer stony soil. Twenty years ago, oenologists who manipulated grape varieties and methods of fermentation were in demand, whereas today minimal intervention is favoured. The trend towards 'organic' wines and bio-dynamic farming is growing apace. A combination of balance, taste and longevity are all contributing factors although fashion also plays a role and should not be underestimated. Like 'great' art, wine styles come and go. The paintings of El Greco (1541-1614) and Caravaggio (1571-1610) which are lionised today, languished in obscurity until the 20th century. The Romans favoured sweet white wines, whereas today dry white and red wines are in demand. In the 1980s, oaky Chardonnays were widely consumed, whereas today unoaked Chardonnay has pride of place. Some people favour a numerical scoring system made famous by Robert Parker, but others decry this and call it subjective, unreliable and unreproducible. Therefore, trying to pinpoint great wines or developments in wine making are fraught.
Looking at wines from Bordeaux I suppose Château Pétrus, a top-quality wine from Pomerol, made exclusively from Merlot grapes, is still considered one of the great wines of the world. It came to prominence in 1945 and received its American reputation in the mid-1960s. The Château is not very impressive, as a building. For botrytised Semillon Château d'Yqem is still pre-imminent [8] .
The red wines of Burgundy continue to represent 'something special' to wine drinkers. Wines from Clos de Vougeot and Romanée-Conti have great reputations but there are many lesser wines well worth drinking. The top wines from Burgundy are extremely expensive and out of the price range of ordinary mortals (you might taste one if you have a friend who is a gynaecologist, orthopaedic surgeon or an oncologist). White wines from Burgundy vary from the great wines of Puligny-Montrachet, including Mersault, many of which are capable of long ageing, to wines from the Mâconnais, including Pouilly-Fuissé which are not expensive and best consumed when young. What may be surprising to some is that many pundits think the 'great' white wines benefit form decanting before drinking.
Of course, wine quality is, like many things, subject to prejudice. Red and white wines from Bordeaux and Burgundy took a severe hammering after Steven Spurrier's comparison, in a blind tasting, between wines from California and France [9] . Château Montelena and Stag's Leap from Napa were victorious much to the chagrin of the French. There are many great wine makers in Napa, Sonoma and other parts of the United States, although tastes have changed recently and there is a move away from heavy fruity Cabernets to more 'refined' wines.
We are all indebted to Dom Pérignon and his contemporaries for developing 'great' Champagne which was particularly fashionable in St Petersburg in the 19 th century. Made from Chardonnay with Pinot Noir and Pinot Meuniere with secondary fermentation in the bottle, it continues to delight although I believe that the sparkling wines from Franciacorta in Lombardy offer much better value. Surprisingly, to some, sparkling wines from England are beginning to oust Champagne.
Although there are numerous very good wine makers in Australia and New Zealand, I suppose Penfolds in South Australia (founded by an English physician) continues to retain poll position.
Can individuals or families make a difference? There is no doubt that the Ricasoli and Antinori families have made huge contributions to the resurgence of Italian wine. Sassicia (Cabernet) and Tignanello (Sangiovese) continue to be the best sellers and great wines. Angelo Gaja in Piedmont and Franco Biondi-Santi ( Fig. 3) have also made huge contributions.
In Spain the Tempranillo usually blended with Garnacha makes great and long-lived Riojas. Of course, there are excellent wines from Navarre, Ribera del Duero and the oxidised wines from Jerez (Sherry) and Manzanilla are world famous. The sweet botrytised wines from Hungary (Tokaji) are widely praised and there are many outstanding wines from Greece, Turkey, India, China, South America (Argentina and Chile) and South Africa. This list is not exhaustive but merely points out some of the 'great wines' and grape growing areas. Going back to our opening quote there will be many 'great' names and 'great' moments in HCT and wine making in the future, but the use of the term 'great' is problematical. 
